A study was conducted of the serval, Leptailurus serval, in the mainly open grassland and marsh habitat of the Ngorongoro Crater. The aim was to collect information on serval distribution, density, ranging patterns, feeding habits and social interactions. During a 4-year period 12 individuals habituated to the observer were followed and quantitative data collected.
INTRODUCTION
The smaller African felids have received little attention, possibly due to their solitary and shy nature and their supposed tendency to be nocturnal. Hence very little is known about their behaviour in the wild. Most of the present knowledge comes from incidental sightings from various parts of the African continent and needs to be substantiated. Recent short-term observations of the serval in the Serengeti-Ndutu woodland and plains area in Tanzania, showed that servals could be readily observed and followed even during the day (GEERTSEMA, 1976) . This paper, which is part of a study dealing with several aspects of serval ecology and behaviour, presents data on the distribution, density, range and marking behaviour and some other activities of the serval in the Ngorongoro Crater in northern Tanzania. Restricted to the African continent, the serval is absent from the Sahara and the other desert areas of Somalia and South West Africa, and from the equatorial tropical forests of West and Central Africa. The serval has been exterminated at the borders of its range in both North and South Africa, but elsewhere it has managed to maintain itself in most of its range (SMITHERS, 1978) .
